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226 ADVOCATE OF PEACE August 

This war has shown more clearly than heretofore that budget shall increase gradually each year to a maximum 
India is more than a land of coolies. Civilization ex- of $4,382,480, to be reached in 1920-21. The army 
tends its hand to that India which has persistently and extension program is projected to the end of the fiscal 
irresistibly and successfully demanded the abolition of year 1924-25, the total amount appropriated being 
this degrading system. $35,741,025. The sum of $25,029,715 is to be ex- 
pended during the present fiscal year on the navy, and 

JAPAN'S FINANCES AND OUR FEARS a total of $67,000,000 by the end of the year 1919-20. 

These figures the following table will explain more 

Frequent arguments for and against a possible war c ] ear i v . 
between the United States and Japan are based 

upon statements referring with more or less accuracy to department of war. 

Japan's finances. Is Japan bankrupt, and is there, for Construction of forts in Tokyo Bay : 

this reason, no danger of war between the two nations? Already appropriated 4,320,150 

Or is she fit financially, and therefore able to wage war Supplementary 87,650 

against the United States? Before argument can justly Total 4 407 700 

proceed, these questions must be answered. And be- Paid in up to end of fiscal year' 1915-16'. 3,'958,'l55 

fore they may be answered we must know something of To be paid in fiscal years 1916-17 to 

the facts. 1919-20, the average for each year 

We are able to quote from our Ambassador to Japan, being $112,410 449,545 

Mr. George W Guthrie, to some purpose in this respect. M equipment completion : =— 

From him we learn that, among other signs of a slowly Already appropriated 83,782,070 

returning prosperity in that country, the general budget Supplementary 20,148,630 

for Japan's fiscal year ending March 31, 1917. balances 

the revenues and expenditures at $275,594,362. To Total 103,930,700 

this general budget should be added five supplementary ^ id ^ n ^iTfiwal^iJTgieiVto 68 ' 189 ' 6?5 

hudgets, giving a grand total of $299,263,140 for reve- ^glJIw, the avera^Tfor each yea? 

nues and $299,925,480 for expenditures. The sinking being $3,971,225 35,741,025 

fund, which takes the form of redemption of national ===== 
loans, reaches for the year the sum of $24,900,000. 

m ,., , , T , • J • j j! i. DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. 

Thirty per cent of Japan's revenue is derived from pub- 
lic undertakings, including monopolies; 16 per cent Cost of replenishing armaments : 

from the liquor tax; 13 per cent from the land tax; 6 Already appropriated 269,309,400 

per cent from the income tax, and less than 6 per cent Supplementary 21,528,990 

from customs. Forty-three per cent of the revenue from Total 290 838 390 

public undertakings represents the income of State Paid in up to end of fiscal year 1915-16. 223'518,250 

.monopolies — tobacco, salt, and camphor — which amount To be paid in fiscal year 1916-17, $25,- 

is, of course, an indirect tax. 029,715; in 1917-18, $19,559,215; in 

The rate of taxation of land is 2.5 per cent for resi- Jl^l) SOO^o'tel 1 ' 310 ' " 1919 " 2 °' 67 320 140 

dence land, 4.5 per cent for agricultural land, and 5.5 ' ' ' , ,. 

per cent for other land. The rate for agricultural land, s uc h figures form a fairly safe basis for intelligent 

while apparently very high, is based on a valuation argument on the question of Japan's attitude towards 

made over thirty years ago, which is at present from f u t ure wars of conquest. The reader will naturally 

5 to 20 per cent of the actual value. The rate for tax- f orm his own conclusions from them. There are, how- 

ing incomes is also high, and is levied on juridical per- e ver, a few comments that may be made. First, it is 

sons as well as individuals. The rate for ordinary and evident that Japan is not a bankrupt nation. She is 

limited partnerships ranges from 4 per cent for those already within sight of freedom from the debts of her 

with an income of less than $2,500 to 13 per cent for past wars. It is evident that we have here a very 

those having an income of over $100,000. For other business-like people, well able to get on its feet again, 

corporations the rate is 6.25 per cent. The individual But there is very little evidence that they are secretly 

income tax ranges from 2.5 per cent on less than $500 preparing to raid the United States. Beside our pro- 

to 22 per cent for those whose incomes exceed $50,000. gram of $60,000,000 for militia alone, and $240,000,000 

On the expenditure side, the feature of special in- for one year of navy expenses, the Japanese program 

terest is the relatively large outlay for the army and seems pitiably small. Considered on a percentage basis, 

navy. These total over $96,000,000, or 35 per cent of the result is even more conclusive. Japan spends about 

the total expenditure. It is provided that the army 35 per cent of her income on army and navy. The 
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United States, previous to the recent increases in these 
expenditures, spent, on army, navy, pensions, and in- 
terest on war debt over 70 per cent of its income. What 
will be the ratio when our appropriations are completed 
and the new scale of revenues adopted, cannot well be 
said, but there is little indication at present that it will 
be less than it has, been. There is practical certainty 
that it will not descend to anything like Japan's rela- 
tively modest outlay. 



From the figures alone some justification may be 
found for Japanese fears that this country is preparing 
to dominate the Pacific, that we may be "looking for 
trouble" ; but it is difficult to see anything save amusing 
panic in our fears for Japan's future conduct. Japan 
is not bankrupt, but evidence is sufficient that she is 
taxed practically to the limit, and that not within the 
next decade at least will she even attempt materially to 
exceed her present program. 



EDITORIAL NOTES 



A Mexican Who is this General Carranza — is he 

View of a fl re . ea ter, a pussy-footer, or the 

Carranza. Thomas Jefferson of Mexico? If we 

really knew about him, we could tell better whether to 
extend him the hand of friendship or to buy a six- 
shooter. Reports from the border, at least partially in- 
spired by the prejudice of interventionists, have pictured 
him anything but favorably. A view from the inside 
of Mexico of what he is and what he has been doing has 
heretofore been lacking, but is now adequately supplied 
by a statement issued by the American Union Against 
Militarism, through whose efforts was brought about the 
recent "informal" conference between Morefield Storey, 
Dr. David Starr Jordan, Paul U. Kellogg, and three 
equally representative Mexican gentlemen in Washing- 
ton. The result has been encouraging. We know Gen- 
eral Carranza better now, and — inevitably — find our 
sympathy for his long-suffering nation growing appre- 
ciably stronger. 

Dr. Atl, of the Mexico City Accion Mondial; Senor 
Luis Manuel Rojas, director of the Mexican National 
Library, and Modesto C. Eolland, of Yucation, had 
many interesting things to tell. We learned that First 
Chief Carranza has been far busier than we thought 
in restoring the Mexico of which he is at present trustee 
to the status of a stable government. Indians have re- 
ceived their lands back again; equitable tax systems 
have been initiated; laws controlling the evil of great 
estates have been enforced in twelve States and one 
territory already. "One of the first steps of the revolu- 
tion was the restoration of the free municipality," lost 
under the former dictatorship. Intelligent labor laws 
have been passed in the majority of the States — laws 
that are far better than those in several of our own 
States. Liquor laws have been enforced, with encour- 
aging results. The army is being reorganized, that it 
may never be again the instrument of political rivalries 
and tyrannies. 

Ignorance is Mexico's greatest enemy. Read, then, 
the remarkable conquests that have been won over that 
foe: 



"In each State there has developed an intense rivalry 
among the revolutionary chiefs to see who can organize 
the greatest number of schools. Those chiefs who are 
intelligent and instructed press on the schools through 
conviction, and those less instructed do it because the 
idea has been popularized that the school will save the 
country. The First Chief has sent to this country about 
500 teachers to study modern pedagogy and school ad- 
ministration. Today there are in Mexico twenty times 
as many schools as in the last epoch of General Diaz. 
These schools were established during the worst periods 
of the armed conflict. The economic condition of the 
teachers has been notably improved. The world does 
not know about all this, because periodicals say nothing 
when a thousand schools are inaugurated, but if a bandit 
assaults a train the press declares that the country is in 
anarchy." 

It has been authoritatively declared that First Chief 
Carranza has refused many loans from foreign nations 
interested in "concessions." He has learned by bitter 
experience to regard with suspicion offers of "help." 
Charity to Mexico has usually had several strings at- 
tached to it, by which the country has often found itself 
bound hand and foot. Witness this statement of the 
Mexican conferees: 

"The great American interests have obtained posses- 
sion of forty-three per cent of the wealth of Mexico, and 
they are the most active propagandists of intervention 
to prevent the triumph of the hopes and plans of the 
Mexican revolution." 

When we look for Mexico's gratitude, let us remem- 
ber such statements. Meanwhile, in the process of "get- 
ting acquainted," let us read what the Mexicans them- 
selves have to say of Carranza, the man, and his task : 

"In this great reconstructive movement, Carranza 
represents the largest effort toward the realization of 
popular ideals and toward the practical solution of the 
problem of Mexico. Carranza has succeeded during the 
revolutionary period, in unifying the popular confi- 
dence in his personality, and has slowly become the ef- 
fective center of national efforts. 

"The American people naturally desire that the Mex- 
ican social reconstruction shall complete itself rapidly. 
But it should not escape their comprehension that the 



